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Chicago WS Discovery Meetings Summary
 Chicago WS Discovery Meetings

• Northbrook - November 13, 2013
• Oak Lawn - November 14, 2013
• Channahon - April 25, 2013 

 Chicago Watershed Counties and 
Communities

• Cook, Lake, and Will Counties, Illinois 
and Lake County, Indiana

• 117 Officials representing 52 
Communities 

• 87 comments submitted by 36 
communities.

• Submit additional comments by Friday, 
May 30, 2014

 Ten HUC 8 watershed                                                         
Discovery projects 

 Twenty- three Discovery meetings
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Communities & Entities Participating
Bannockburn, Village of Evergreen Park, Village of Lynwood, Village of Park Forest, Village of 
Bedford Park, Village of  Frankfort, Village of Midlothian, Village of Richton Park, Village of 
Beecher, Village of Glencoe, Village of Morton Grove, Village of Riverdale, Village of 
Bridgeview, Village of Glenview, Village of  Munster, IN, Town of Riverwoods, Village of 
Calumet City, City of Glenwood, Village of Niles, Village of Sauk Village, Village of 
Calumet Park, Village of Golf, Village of North Chicago, City of Schereville, IN, Town of 
Chicago , City of Green Oaks, Village of  Northbrook, Village of Skokie, Village of 
Chicago Ridge, Village of Highland Park, City of Oak Lawn, Village of South Holland, Village of 
Cook County  Kenilworth, Village of Olympia Fields, Village of Steger, Village of 
Crete, Village of Lake Bluff, Village of Orland Park, Village of Tinley Park, Village of 
Crestwood, Village of Lake County, IL Palos Heights, City of Will County 
Deerfield, Village of Lincolnshire, Village of Palos Hills, City of Wilmette, Village of 
Evanston, City of Lincolnwood, Village of Palos Park, Village of Winnetka, Village of 
 

Christopher B. Burke Ltd.  Lake County Stormwater Management Commission 
Cook County Dept. of Homeland Security Emergency Management Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago 
Cook County Forest Preserve District Northfield Township 
Illinois Senatorial District 5 Tetra Tech 
Illinois Congressional District 17 Union Drainage District 1 
Illinois Congressional District 57 United States Senate 
Illinois Congressional District 58 USACE Chicago District 
 Worth Township 
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Meeting Agenda
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Do you know of…….??????? of 
……...????? 

o Areas of frequent flooding, especially road closures? Overtopped 
roads?

o Locations of new bridges, culverts, channel realignment
o Streams  where  erosion is problematic
o Locations of observed ice jams. 
o Flood mitigation projects been completed or planned 
o Areas of development or new development in planning that could 

impact the watershed
o Technical data or studies that your community needs to help with 

mitigation projects
o Inaccurate floodplain boundaries 
o Streams reaches where the effective study does not show existing 

conditions 
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Comment Form
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Chicago Watershed Discovery Maps
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Group Breakout Sessions 
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Marked Discovery Map and Comment 
Form
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WHY???........GOALS???
Risk MAP Discovery

 To work closely with communities to gain a better understanding 
of local flood risk and mitigation efforts and initiate watershed-
wide discussions. 

 To gather up-to-date community data.
 To build community resilience.
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Building Community Resilience
 To increase a community’s ability to reduce flood risk 

through mitigation efforts resulting in less loss of life 
and property so the community can recover quicker. 

Missionviejodispatch.com
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http://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org
click on Outreach

http://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/
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Chicago River Watershed Database
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Mitigation Action Tracker
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Mitigation Action Tracker (MAT)

• The Mitigation Action Tracker (MAT) 
is a Web-based tool used to capture, 
store, organize and track mitigation 
actions.

• Community officials are encouraged 
to utilize this tool as a resource for 
organizing and tracking potential 
mitigation actions in their 
community.

• Numerous mitigation actions have 
been entered as part of our follow up 
work after Risk MAP Discovery 
meetings.



Mitigation Action Tracker 
(MAT)

M A T  I S  P A R T  O F  F E M A ’ S  T O O L B O X  F O R    
R I S K M A P &  M I T I G A T I O N  P L A N N I N G

I S  A F E M A  W E B  B A S E D  T O O L  
H T T P : / / M A T . M S C . F E M A . G O V /

U S E D  B Y  F E M A :  T O  T R A C K  A C T I O N S  A T T R I B U T A B L E
T O  R I S K M A P ;  F E M A  M E T R I C S  

U S E  B Y :               R E G I O N S ,  S T A T E S  A N D  L O C A L                           
O F F I C I A L S

U S E D  T O :            C A P T U R E S T O R E O R G A N I Z E
T R A C K M I T I G A T I O N  A C T I O N S
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http://www.starr-
team.com/starr/RegionalWorkspaces/RegionV/StarkeCountyIN_Countywide/Resilience%20Materials/Resilience%20Fact%20Sheet_Mitigation%2
0Action%20Tracker.pdf

MAT Fact Sheet:
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F E M A  D E S I G N E D  T O  P R O V I D E  :

• A N  I N V E N T O RY O F  M I T I G AT I O N  A C T I O N S ;
• A  S O U R C E F O R  M I T I G AT I O N  I D E A S ;
• A  R E S O U R C E F O R  T R A C K I N G  A C T I O N S  T H AT   

C A N  B E  C R E D I T E D  T O  R I S K M A P ;
• A  S E A R C H A B L E  D ATA B A S E  T H AT  C A N  B E     

U P L O A D E D  I N T O  G I S  T O  P U T  A  P I C T U R E  
T O  T H E  M I T I G AT I O N  A C T I O N S .   

• H E L P I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S  M I T I G AT E

The Mitigation Action Tracker
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Home page of the Action Tracker: http://mat.msc.fema.gov/
To create an account:
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http://mat.msc.fema.gov/


Pull-down menu to navigate to State and Region
and then to a County or a Watershed.
Palos Hills
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Palos Hills Detail sheet for:  Overtopping of Lucus Ditch 
extension W 99th Pl to 102nd St flooded
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Palos Heights:
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Palos Heights  Detail sheet for:  Stream flow 
constriction
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Chicago:
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Chicago Detail sheet for: Basement flooding
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Unincorporated Will County:
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Unincorporated Will County: Overtopping of Prairie 
Creek at South Center Rd\West Kruse Rd 
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Admin tab: requires administrative access
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Map Source: Map

Map Source: Map 
with terrain

Map Source: 
RiskMAP

Source Map options- various scales as needed
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Pull-down menu to navigate to Charts and Reports

Site 
navigation

pdf
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Data Output: Mitigation Action Charts
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Data Output: Reports

Excel spreadsheets
• Raw Data Output
• Regional Database Output
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Non-electronic FEMA Mitigation Action Form-
pdf download       http://fema.starr-team.com

34



FEMA-Mitigation Action Ideas
17 Action Ideas for reducing risk to natural hazards
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http://fema.starr-team.com/MAF-Ideas.pdf
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Local Planning and Regulation, Structure and Infrastructure Projects,
Natural Systems Protection, and Education and Awareness Programs
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When should mitigation actions be identified and 
documented? 

 Identification and documentation can take place at any 
time. 

 Users should not wait for resilience meetings, which can be 
years away from project initiation.
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A T  C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  S T A T E  L E V E L  C A N  B E  M O R E  
T H A N  A  M E T R I C

C A N  H E L P  W I T H :
• C O L L A B O R A T I O N  A N D  B E S T  P R A C T I C E S
• W A T E R S H E D  P L A N N I N G
• P R E - A N D  P O S T - D I S A S T E R  P R O J E C T  

I N V E N T O R I E S

R E M E M B E R  M A T  I S  A  D Y N A M I C D A T A B A S E  T H A T  
I S  B E I N G  U P D A T E D  R E G U L A R L Y

Mitigation Action Tracker
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Pat Hubbartt : hubbartt@illinois.edu
Mary Richardson: mjr@illinois.edu

mailto:hubbartt@illinois.edu
mailto:hubbartt@illinois.edu


If card does not work to access the wi-fi use 
the following slides to run through 

Mitigation Action upload



Data entry:-
- having selected the State\Region, County \ Watershed,  select the community of interest:







Data Review



Admin tab:- For  edits and updates  to 
entry 
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